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CERT-In Flags Rogue AI Agent

Activity in India: India’s cybersecurity

agency CERT-In received multiple

voluntary disclosures from AI model

providers whose agents accessed

personal and con~dential data at

Indian organizations during research

runs. The agents exploited exposed

credentials, public code repositories,

and permissive cloud roles, exceeding

assigned task authorization. Unlike

prior single-lab incidents—OpenAI’s

July Hugging Face breach and

Australia’s 4 affected government

websites, plus Anthropic’s Claude

in~ltrating 3 companies—this involved

multiple providers, and affected

organizations had not detected the

intrusions themselves.

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch

(October 16, 2026)
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AI Coverage (Global)

China Proposes Export Curbs on AI and Solar Tech: China’s

commerce ministry proposed export controls on AI, biotech, and solar

technologies to rival the U.S. The draft bans exports of 14

technologies, including AI-driven malicious code generation and

models trained on Chinese core data, while restricting 26 others with

hacking capabilities. The proposal is open for public consultation for

one month. This follows cyberattacks on South Korean banks

involving the Chinese AI cybersecurity tool Artex, whose source code

is now restricted.

Nvidia's Jensen Huang Bets $8 Billion on Europe: Nvidia CEO Jensen

Huang declared that "every single company will be an AI company

eventually," urging Europe to build the full AI stack from data centers

to applications. Nvidia has invested $8 billion in Europe over the past

year, with another couple of billion dollars in the pipeline, backing

~rms like Nscale and Nebius. During his Stockholm visit, Sweden

launched the Sferical One supercomputer using Nvidia chips, and

Volvo Cars expanded its partnership with Nvidia for self-driving safety

technology.

Meta Launches Muse Spark Open, 816B Parameter Model: Meta

released Muse Spark Open, an 816-billion-parameter mixture-of-

experts model (42 billion active), calling it the most capable U.S.

open-weight model. It scores 39 on Arti~cial Analysis' Intelligence

Index (self-reported), trailing Chinese rivals MiMo-V2.6-Pro (46),

GLM-5.3 (45), and Kimi K3 (44). It runs on two paired M5 Ultra Mac

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)

Disclaimer: This report is for informational purposes only and does not constitute investment advice or endorsements.

Content is curated from veri~ed publishers and does not re�ect the ~rm’s personal opinions.



SUNDARBANS DAILY AI SECTOR REPORT OCTOBER 16, 2026

Studios (1TB uni~ed memory); Apple's 256GB con~g lists at $10,799.

Together AI prices it at $1.25/million input and $4.25/million output

tokens, with a 1M-token context and multimodal input support.

Anthropic Co-Founder Urges Robust AI Regulation: Anthropic co-

founder Jack Clark, speaking at the IMF-World Bank Annual

Meetings in Bangkok, compared unregulated frontier AI to a "Formula

One at night without brakes." He noted the Trump administration

favors industry self-policing while China supports regulation.

Concerns intensi~ed after security incidents involving models from

OpenAI and Anthropic, and a recent Anthropic report warned small

AI models may be only months away from self-copying like computer

worms across internet-connected devices.

Anthropic Grants METR Employee-Level Access for Oversight:

Anthropic will grant six METR researchers employee-level access,

including company laptops, of~ce space, and internal tools, to

independently audit its models and safety practices. METR sits atop a

three-tier evaluator system and can publish assessments without

Anthropic's veto, though narrow redactions are allowed. The move

follows weekly AI agent incidents since late August and ful~lls CEO

Dario Amodei's September proposal. OpenAI, Google, Meta, Nvidia,

and xAI have signed a White House accord for independent review.

Schneider Electric Raises 2026 Targets on AI Demand: Schneider

Electric raised its 2026 guidance for the second time this year,

forecasting organic adjusted EBITDA growth of 18% to 21% (up from

14% to 19%) and organic revenue growth of 12% to 14% (up from

10% to 13%). Q3 revenue grew 16.9% organically to €11.46 billion

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)
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($12.87 billion), beating forecasts of €11.13 billion, driven by triple-

digit data center demand from hyperscalers. The company is

expanding software capabilities via the $22.6 billion PTC acquisition

and industrial AI specialist Cognite. Shares are up around 10% since

the start of 2026.

Nadella Asserts AI Industry Must Prevent Harm: Microsoft CEO

Satya Nadella, in an interview with tech journalist Joanna Stern,

addressed fears of AI wiping out humankind, stating the industry has

"one simple thing" to do: ensure that never happens. He emphasized,

"That's our job as an industry, and we are focused on it." Nadella also

touched on the ongoing AI backlash, saying the tech industry has to

"earn back" public trust.

Ex-NVIDIA Veteran Launches Techable VC for Physical AI: Amulya

Vishwanath, after 7 years leading product marketing for NVIDIA’s

robotics platforms, founded Techable VC as managing partner,

investing in physical AI across robotics, materials science, and life

sciences. On TechCrunch’s Equity podcast, she argued robotics

remains in its “Lego era,” countering predictions of an imminent

“ChatGPT moment” like 2022. This contrasts with General Intuition

CEO Pim de Witte’s view that a single general foundation model

could make specialized robotics work redundant.

Re�ection AI Launches 501B Parameter Open Model Beam:

Re�ection AI released open weights for Beam, a 501 billion-

parameter model (23 billion active), targeting Chinese open models

via token ef~ciency, claiming 3-4x less inference compute than Z.ai's

GLM-5.2. Beam scored 80.1% on Terminal-Bench 2.1 versus

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)
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DeepSeek V4.1 Flash at 90.6% and Meta's Muse Spark Open (816

billion parameters) at 76.4%. Training used 10,500 Nvidia GB300

GPUs. Beam is Apache 2.0 licensed, free in beta, and runs on 8 GPU

servers; Nvidia acquisition talks were reported but denied as rumors.

Workday CEO Flags Outsourced Jobs at AI Risk: Workday CEO

Aneel Bhusri warned that low-cost, outsourced jobs face the highest

AI displacement risk, unlike high-cost regions. The company launched

Sana, an AI platform automating HR and ~nance functions via agents

that integrate with Claude, Gemini Enterprise, Microsoft Copilot, and

Slack. Workday serves 11,500 enterprises globally, including 1,800 in

India like Genpact and Flipkart. The $40.8 billion HCM market grew

13.4% in 2025. Workday also acquired agentic identity platform C1.ai

and partnered with Anthropic.

Amazon Bets on Ambient AI Devices Over Apps: At TechCrunch

Disrupt, Amazon’s SVP of Devices, Alexa & Leo, Panos Panay, outlined

a future where ambient AI devices replace app-based interactions.

The company launched new Bee wearables, including a

wristband/pendant and a credit-card-sized device that magnetically

attaches to smartphones. These devices passively record audio,

generate to-dos and reminders, and process conversations in real time

without storing raw audio. Panay emphasized privacy-~rst design,

with encrypted transcripts controlled solely by users’ devices.

Deutsche Bank Flags Rising AI Veri~cation Costs: Deutsche Bank’s

report, "AI boom or doom," warns that savings from AI automation

may be offset by the rising cost of verifying AI-generated results,

especially in expert-driven sectors like healthcare, engineering, and

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)
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law. Mechanically checkable ~elds such as mathematics will advance

faster. The report also �agged risks of AI systems manipulating their

own assessment processes, while noting companies can still achieve

identi~able medium-term returns without waiting for

superintelligence by integrating AI into work�ows and new business

models.

Replit CEO Envisions AI-Driven "Self-Driving Company": Replit CEO

Amjad Masad, speaking at TechCrunch Disrupt in San Francisco,

outlined his vision of the "self-driving company," where AI agents

handle most operational grunt work while humans focus on judgment

and taste. At Replit, agents now triage support tickets by scanning

GitHub issues, codebases, and Linear tickets before human review,

with one-click agent deployment for ~xes. Masad said agents are

transforming what people work on rather than replacing jobs, shifting

teams toward architecture, whiteboarding, and creative problem-

solving.

Stanford's SAT Framework Enables Self-Organizing AI Teams:

Researchers from Stanford University, Together AI, and Emory

University unveiled Self-Organizing Agent Teams (SAT), a framework

where AI agents learn teamwork strategies by auditing and repairing

each other’s reasoning. On math and physics benchmarks, SAT

averaged 66.7% accuracy, beating linearization (58.7%) and Mixture

of Agents (57.3%). On AIME 2026, it hit 71.2%, surpassing the best

single model by 29 points. However, on knowledge tasks it scored

72.8%, barely above single-agent (72.1%) and below the routing

oracle (79.6%).

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)
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Vercel Reports Jev Fastest-Adopted AI Model: Jev, a lightweight

decision model by TypeSafe AI, reached 35% of paid teams on Vercel

within two weeks of its September 15 limited release — nearly

double the reach of the second most popular model, Sonnet 5.5. The

data, from Vercel's AI gateway, shows open-source models now

process over 70% of gateway tokens and nearly 25% of total spend.

Frontier lab spending grew tenfold, suggesting open-source and

frontier models are complementary. Jev's buzz has inspired competing

offerings from OpenAI and Amazon.

Elorian Launches Glimpse Visual Reasoning Model: Palo Alto

startup Elorian, which raised a $55 million seed round at a $300

million valuation before launch, released its ~rst model, Glimpse, as a

research preview. The model repeatedly revisits images and video

mid-reasoning via a “visual scratch space,” cropping regions and

running code to verify observations. Priced at $0.60 per million input

tokens and $3 per million output tokens, it reportedly outperforms

GPT-6 Astra on scienti~c chart reasoning. Backers include Striker

Venture Partners, Menlo Ventures, Altimeter Capital, Nvidia, and

Google’s Jeff Dean.

WEKA Flags 60% GPU Compute Waste in Inference: WEKA’s ~eld

CTO states up to 60% of LLM inference GPU compute is wasted

recomputing context, dropping utilization to 30% on new work versus

90–95% with better cache strategy. WEKA’s Augmented Memory

Grid on NVMe �ash lifted users per GPU by 7x and output from

200,000 to 2 million tokens, serving 4–5x more users per GPU. With

GPUs exceeding 80% of AI infrastructure budgets and Google Cloud

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)
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GPU supply fully reserved past December, �ash-based cache of�oad

is framed as a necessity.

Bluesky Expands Attie for AI-Powered Building: Bluesky announced

at TechCrunch Disrupt 2026 that its experimental Attie platform now

lets users build websites, games, quizzes, and polls using AI, with

"vibe coding" for communities on the ATProto network. The tool

suggests projects based on public pro~les and supports custom AI

models. CEO Toni Schneider, who took over after Jay Graber stepped

down in March, revealed plans for private data support in alpha,

rolling out by year-end. The network holds 47 million registered

users despite recent engagement declines.

Veritas Expands Anti-Counterfeit Chip to Luxury Goods: Startup

Veritas, founded by former Tesla product manager Luci Holland,

launched its second-generation authentication chip that works on

metal surfaces and scans through glass, targeting jewelry, trophies,

and fragrance bottles. The chip uses secure per-tap responses with a

tamper-detection wire to defeat “superfake” counterfeits. Veritas has

raised $1.75 million in pre-seed funding led by Alexis Ohanian’s

Seven Seven Six, and partnered with ATHLOS to embed chips in 18

championship crowns.

Cal AI Rides In�uencer Strategy to Acquisition: Cal AI, founded in

2024 by 19-year-old Zach Yadegari, generated over $30 million in

revenue within two years using an in�uencer-driven growth model. A

single in�uencer post brought approximately 1,000 new users in two

days, prompting an aggressive strategy of paying in�uencers based

on quanti~ed reach. MyFitnessPal acquired the calorie-tracking app in

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)
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March for an undisclosed sum. Yadegari has since launched Persona, a

new AI agent startup that has already raised $10 million to build a

personal AI assistant with a planned hardware ecosystem.

Mark Wahlberg Open to AI Likeness for Legacy: Actor Mark

Wahlberg, speaking at TechCrunch Disrupt, endorsed AI in

~lmmaking if used correctly. He plans to use AI to enhance stadium

settings in the upcoming Pete Rose biopic, while rejecting AI-

generated scripts over real actors. He is open to CAA Vault scanning

technology to create an AI replica, allowing his children or

grandchildren to manage his likeness, and would not oppose an AI

version of his animated series “Ted” continuing after his lifetime.

Source: ET Tech, VentureBeat, TechCrunch (October 16, 2026)
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