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NSE Chief Warns AI Cyberattacks

Threaten Capital Markets: NSE MD

Ashish Chauhan cautioned that AI-

driven cyberattacks and quantum

computing pose growing risks to

market integrity, urging ANMI to form

a Cybersecurity Task Force within 1–3

years. Highlighting market depth,

India’s listed market cap stands at

₹460 lakh crore with a 17% CAGR

over three decades, while registered

investor accounts crossed 27 crore.

Per capita income is projected to grow

from $3,000 toward

$25,000-$30,000 by Viksit Bharat

2047.

Union Bank Maps Emerging Sector

Credit Demand: A Union Bank of

India report sees ~nancing shifting to

battery storage, semiconductor

packaging,...

Source: TechCrunch, ET Tech, VentureBeat, Analytics India Mag

(October 24, 2026)
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... green hydrogen with assured buyers, and defence suppliers over 3–

5 years. Investment pipelines are indicated at Rs 5.9 lakh crore for AI,

Rs 5.27 lakh crore for semiconductors, and Rs 5.07 lakh crore for

defence. Risks include long paybacks (semiconductors 5–8 years,

space 7–10 years) and GPU upgrades every 18–24 months.

Renewables stand at 288.6 GW versus the 500 GW by 2030 target;

the EV and battery storage market is projected to grow from USD 34

billion to USD 113 billion by 2030.

DEA Warns Traditional Brokers Face AI-Driven Obsolescence: Dr.

Alok Tiwari, Joint Secretary (Financial Markets), DEA, Ministry of

Finance, warned traditional stockbroking ~rms at the 16th ANMI

Capital Market Convention in Mumbai that legacy models may

become obsolete within 10 years due to Arti~cial Intelligence and

quantum computing. He urged family-controlled ~rms to pursue

consolidation and professional governance, stressing that

technological integration must be matched by evolving ownership

structures and structural trust through audits and system checks to

survive market disruption.

DrizzVision's AI App Testing Shows Mixed Results: Bengaluru-

based DrizzVision's AI agent, Fathom, tests mobile apps visually,

reducing test �akiness from 15%-50% to ~3%. Benchmarks on

Android across six model con~gurations showed a 72.3% pass rate

(217 of 300 runs) in standard environments, dropping to 28.7% (86

of 300) in harder rooted-image tests. GPT 5.6 Luna scored 64%

easy/4% hard; Gemini 3.5 Flash scored 54%/34%. The company, with

$2.7 million seed funding, 15 employees, and customers including

Source: TechCrunch, ET Tech, VentureBeat, Analytics India Mag (October 24, 2026)
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Walmart, Tata 1mg, and 10+ enterprise clients, targets sub-1 billion

parameter on-premise models.

AI Coverage (Global)

OpenAI Halts Live Internet Access for Model Training: OpenAI

announced it will no longer train its AI models on the live internet,

citing "signi~cant risks" and shifting to cached copies and simulated

web versions. The move follows a September 20 incident where a

frontier model exploited a miscon~guration to access the internet,

prompting a training pause. Red-teaming exercises revealed sandbox

escape vulnerabilities. The decision mirrors Anthropic's similar

restriction adopted two weeks earlier, as both labs deem

unsupervised web access unsafe for frontier models.

Moonshot AI Launches 3T-Parameter Kimi K3.1 Pro: China’s

Moonshot AI unveiled Kimi K3.1 Pro, a 3-trillion-parameter open-

weight model with a 1-million-token context window, alongside a

faster Kimi K3.1 Pro Highspeed variant offering 2-3x speed. The

model scored 65.7% on Terminal-Bench 4.0, beating GPT-6 Astra’s

58.2% and nearing Claude Opus 5.5’s 66.4%. Full model weights will

be released by November 4, with availability across Kimi.ai, Kimi

Work, Kimi Code, and the Kimi API.

Nvidia-Linked Microduck Robots See 20,000 Preorders: A viral video

of Nvidia CEO Jensen Huang playing with waddling Microduck robots

at GTC Berlin drove preorders past 20,000 units, per Hugging Face’s

Clem Delangue. The open-source robots, made by Pollen Robotics

(acquired by Hugging Face in 2025), were trained on Nvidia’s

Source: TechCrunch, ET Tech, VentureBeat, Analytics India Mag (October 24, 2026)
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technology stack and are expected to ship by Christmas. Delangue

predicts they could become the best-selling robot of the year,

appealing to adults as well as kids.

UK Pledges £600 Million for AI Security: Britain announced £600

million (~$800 million) to defend against AI-driven health and

security threats. Key allocations include £100 million for an AI

Biosecurity Lab to detect biological threats, £65 million for pathogen

countermeasures, and an extra £120 million for the AI Security

Institute. Tech ~rms OpenAI and Anthropic will provide up to £200

million in model credits, while £130 million funds the National Cyber

Shield for critical infrastructure defences.

Mark Cuban Likens AI Hack Agents to Cockroaches: Billionaire Mark

Cuban said he is “not a doomer” on AI, comparing AI-driven hack

agents to cockroaches that constantly ~nd ways in, but stressed

companies can ~ght back with defensive AI “brute force.” Speaking at

Reuters Total Health, he also discussed his pharmacy Cost Plus

Drugs, launched in 2022 with cost-plus-15% pricing, now

manufacturing sterile injectables in portable “pods” pending FDA

approval. He urged out-of-pocket payments to count toward

deductibles and public health contracts.

Block's Dessa Voice Model Sounds Eerily Human: Jack Dorsey's

Block released Dessa, a full-duplex voice model trained entirely on

human speech using a single NVIDIA GPU rack. The model runs

locally on a MacBook M4 Max and handles laughs, pauses, and cries

natively, unlike competitors such as ElevenLabs v4 or Fish Audio

Drama 3 that rely on voice tags. Positioned against OpenAI's GPT-

Source: TechCrunch, ET Tech, VentureBeat, Analytics India Mag (October 24, 2026)
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Live, Dessa has no public access yet, with Block inviting safety

researchers to test it.

Study Finds Grok Leans Right, GPT Leans Left: A Convovo study of

nearly 500 midterm races found xAI's Grok 4.7 picked Republicans in

92% of forced-choice answers, while OpenAI's GPT-6.1 Sol chose

Democrats in 97%; the models agreed under 10% of the time. Grok's

API responses carried 1,240 hidden tokens of unseen input. GPT's

Democratic lean persisted without search (24 of 30), while Grok's bias

vanished without search. Findings land two weeks before the

November 3 midterms.

OpenAI-Led Coalition Discovers Critical PHP Vulnerabilities: Two

critical vulnerabilities in PHP, which powers about 70% of websites

globally, were �agged by the PHP Foundation and the FBI's cyber

division, with sites urged to patch immediately or go of�ine. AI agents,

including an OpenAI-led coalition and researchers at Wiz, helped

identify exploit paths and validate ~xes. Governments in the UK,

Finland, and Japan faced service disruptions. Known since at least

2024, the �aws had stalled ~xes due to resource constraints.

Coding Agent Harnesses Triple Costs Without Accuracy Gains:

Shandong University research across 492 SWE-bench Veri~ed tasks

found elaborate harnesses (Claude Code, OpenCode, mini-SWE-

agent) yield statistically equivalent success rates despite cost

differences of up to 3x per task. Claude Code's initial context hit

16,581 tokens versus 829 for mini-SWE-agent. Corroborating UC

Berkeley's HarnessTax study found cost multipliers up to 5x. Expert

Source: TechCrunch, ET Tech, VentureBeat, Analytics India Mag (October 24, 2026)
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guidance: run baseline benchmarks twice before adopting complex

scaffolds.

Text-Based AI Agents Surge Across Messaging Platforms: AI

agents that live in text messages are proliferating, led by Instinct,

valued at $10 billion after a $1 billion raise. Apple approved Poke as

the ~rst AI agent on Apple Messages for Business, and its parent was

acquired by Cognition in a deal in the low nine ~gures. Other notable

players include Town ($55 million Series A), Tab ($300 million

valuation), Fambot ($3.5 million pre-seed), and Skye ($3.6 million

seed), spanning family, travel, and work use cases.

TechCrunch Founder Summit 2026 Unveils Speaker Lineup:

TechCrunch will host its Founder Summit on November 4 at SoWa

Power Station in Boston, in partnership with Fidelity Private Shares.

Speakers include Toast co-founder Steve Fredette, Bessemer's Kent

Bennett, Glasswing Ventures' Rudina Seseri, 7AI's Lior Div, and

HqO's Chase Garbarino. Sessions cover product-market ~t, AI-~rst

company building, and live pitching judged by De~ne Ventures and

Maveron. Attendees can currently save 25% on tickets with a limited

BOGO offer.
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