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Study Finds Tropical Forests Face

Extreme Droughts: A study in Earth’s

Future found over 75% of the world’s

tropical forests endured extreme

drought and heat during the 2023–

2024 El Niño, affecting 15.9 million

sq km of forests. Compound hot-dry

events impacted 88% of American

and 89% of African forest areas,

versus 43% in Asia. Burned areas and

degradation rose 9% and 19%

respectively. High emissions could

make 2023–24-level heat annual by

2043, threatening the forests’ 1.2 Pg

C/year carbon sink capacity.
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