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Western Ghats ESA Draft Faces Six-

State Resistance: The Centre’s

seventh draft ESA noti~cation covers

56,825.7 sq km across six states,

banning new mining, quarrying,

thermal projects and red-category

industries. Karnataka rejected the

draft on September 22, while Kerala

seeks to shrink its ESA from 9,993.7

sq km to 8,590.69 sq km. With the

expert committee’s tenure extended

to July 2027, stakeholders warn that

political exclusions risk fragmenting

ecological continuity, echoing past

Gadgil and Kasturirangan

recommendations covering ~59,940

sq km.
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