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Maharashtra Expands Drought

Declaration to 305 Talukas:

Maharashtra expanded its drought

declaration from 265 to 305 talukas

across 32 districts after an 18.8%

monsoon de~cit, with 37.3% of its

area in extreme or exceptional

drought. Marathwada (38% de~cit,

74 talukas) and Vidarbha (27%

de~cit, 56 talukas in Amravati) are

worst hit. Of~cial guidelines classify

moderate drought at 26%-50%

rainfall de~ciency and severe beyond

50%. Kharif droughts must be

formally noti~ed by October 31; Rabi

by March 31.

MHA Adds Lightning, Heatwaves to

Calamity List: The MHA, on the 16th

Finance Commission’s

recommendation, noti~ed lightning

and heatwaves...

Source: India Water Portal, EA Water

(October 26, 2026)
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... as calamities for 2026–31. Yet Bakarwal herders remain

underserved: relief is capped at ₹4,000 per small animal, limited to 30

animals per household—covering only a third of a 90-animal loss like

the May lightning strike at Dhana Dok, Ganderbal. Rajouri recorded

914 weather-killed livestock (₹1.42 crore) in 2022–23, with just

₹86.8 lakh compensated, exposing district-boundary and mobility

gaps in disaster assessment.
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QUA Launches Compact EnviQ RF 30 Membrane Module: QUA, a

Pennsylvania-based membrane manufacturer under parent Aquatech,

launched EnviQ® RF 30, a compact MBR and submerged

ultra~ltration unit for decentralized wastewater treatment. A

deployment at a commercial hub in Noida, India achieved up to 95%

water recovery for non-potable reuse while reducing fouling and

downtime. Built with reinforced PVDF hollow-~ber construction, dual

air�ow distribution, and backwash capability, the module targets

industrial recycling, residential treatment, and RO pre-treatment

applications globally.

Source: India Water Portal, EA Water (October 26, 2026)
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